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Resolution of the Everglades Coalition
Urging the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners
to adhere to the Comprehensive Development Master Plan and
to oppose proposed expansion of the Urban Development Boundary

WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County received two applications in the May 2015
Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) Amendment Cycle
(Applications Nos. 7 and 8), which propose to expand the Urban Development
Boundary (UDB) and the footprint of development activity;

WHEREAS, the Everglades ecosystem benefits from the Urban Development
Boundary (UDB) established in Miami-Dade County’s Comprehensive
Development Master Plan (CDMP);

WHEREAS, Policy LU-8G of the CDMP requires that before considering
expansion of the UDB, it must first be demonstrated that there is a need to add land
to the UDB in accordance with Policy LU-8F;

WHEREAS, Policy LU-8F and LU-8G of the CDMP combined require that the
UDB shall not be expanded unless there is not enough developable land within the
UDB to meet projected residential capacity for a 15-year countywide supply and
currently the UDB contains enough available space to meet projected residential
capacity for the next 17 years;

WHEREAS, Policy CON-7J of the CDMP states that “In evaluating applications
that result in alterations or adverse impacts to wetlands Miami-Dade County shall
consider the applications’ consistency with Comprehensive Everglades Restoration
Program (CERP) objectives. Applications that are found to be inconsistent with
CERP objectives, projects or features shall be denied.”;

WHEREAS, development of the proposed projects outside of the UDB is
inconsistent with CERP, will increase noise pollution and impacts to wildlife within
the Everglades National Park (ENP), will interfere with restoration and thus increase
the cost and time needed for restoration by changing flooding patterns and flood
control needed, while decreasing the footprint of the Everglades ecosystem;

WHEREAS, the area between the UDB and ENP serves as an important buffer zone
for ENP and a recharge area for the aquifer Miami-Dade County depends on for
water supply;

WHEREAS, the extension of the UDB at this time is premature and will have
significant negative impacts in Miami-Dade County, including increased traffic and
the costly extension of county services including potable water, wastewater, storm
water, schools, parks, police, fire, and social services;
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WHEREAS, Application No. 7 seeks to change the zoning of 859 gross-acres of
land currently zoned for agriculture and outside the UDB to enlarge the UDB to
include this acreage and to change the Land Use Map designation from Agriculture
to a new urbanized land use category;

WHEREAS, Application No. 8 seeks to change the zoning of 61.1 gross-acres from
“Agricultural” to “Business and Office” and “Business and Industrial”;

WHEREAS, combined these projects would result in the removal of approximately
920 acres of active farmland, which provide an effective and practical barrier
between the urban core of Miami and Everglades National Park and provides a
highly desirable capacity for local food production; and

WHEREAS, Application No. 7 includes provisions for the construction of 11,000
units of housing in a location that would require residents to commute to and from
the area, thus exacerbating traffic congestion in the area.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Everglades Coalition resolves and
opposes any change to the Urban Development Boundary and urges Miami-Dade
County to do the same, for the reasons outlined above.

Adopted August 21%, 2015
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Cara Capp Jason Totoiu
National Co-Chair State Co-Chair
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