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Everglades Coalition

Everglades Coalition Resolution Urging the DEP to set forth a
clear and deliberate course toward achieving Lake Okeechobee’s
water quality goals in the Lake Okeechobee Basin Management
Action Plan

WHEREAS, the Everglades ecosystem, spanning the Kissimmee River
Valley to Florida Bay, is a significant national resource and
international treasure,

WHEREAS, a critical component of Everglades restoration is
improving the quality of, and reducing phosphorus in, water that St.
Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries,

WHEREAS, despite decades of plans to reduce the quantity of
phosphorus flowing to Lake Okeechobee, excessive amounts continue
to enter the Okeechobee watershed from fertilizer, animal feed,
wastewater, stormwater, and other man-made sources,

WHEREAS, excessive phosphorus is linked to algal blooms, increased
turbidity, and habitat destruction in Lake Okeechobee and its
downstream waters, including the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee
estuaries,

WHEREAS, under the authority of the Clean Water Act, the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) set a water quality
goal, known as a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), of 105 metric
tons of phosphorus in surface inflows to Lake Okeechobee and the
Lake Okeechobee Protection Plan set the goal of achieving the TMDL
by January 1, 2015,

WHEREAS, it is a few months away from January 2015 and the
Lake’s TMDL is nowhere close to being met,

WHEREAS, the DEP is developing a Lake Okeechobee Basin
Management Action Plan (BMAP) to meet the Lake’s TMDL,

WHEREAS, the current Draft BMAP lacks an implementation
strategy to reach the TMDL, specific deadlines and a set of technically
feasible and highly performing projects and enforceable programs that
will achieve the TMDL under a certain period of time,
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Therefore, be it resolved:

The Everglades Coalition, with 56 organizations dedicated to protecting and restoring America’s
Everglades, requests the DEP update the Draft Lake Okeechobee BMAP to include a bold list of
projects and programs as well as accurate and long-term spending recommendations to guide the
Legislature and agencies in reducing phosphorus entering Lake Okeechobee from agricultural
and urban sources, target hotspots for treatment, and develop a schedule for implementation of
treatment projects and set a timeline for achieving the TMDL.

Adopted November 5, 2014

caua. capp

Cara Capp Jason Totoiu
National Co-Chair State Co-Chair




